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MINUTES  
 

Meeting: London Assembly (Plenary) 
Date: Wednesday 8 December 2010 
Time: 10.00 am 
Place: Chamber, City Hall, The Queen's 

Walk, London, SE1 2AA 
 
Copies of the minutes may be found at: http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-
assembly/whole-assembly 

 

 
Present: 
 
Dee Doocey (Chair) 

Jennette Arnold (Deputy Chair) 

Tony Arbour 

Gareth Bacon 

Richard Barnbrook 

Richard Barnes 

John Biggs 

Andrew Boff 

Victoria Borwick 

James Cleverly 

Brian Coleman 

Len Duvall 

Roger Evans 

Nicky Gavron 

Darren Johnson 

Jenny Jones 

Kit Malthouse 

Joanne McCartney 

Steve O'Connell 

Caroline Pidgeon 

Murad Qureshi 

Navin Shah 

Valerie Shawcross 

Richard Tracey 

Mike Tuffrey 
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1.   Apologies for Absence and Chair's Announcements (Item 1) 

 
1.1 There were no apologies for absence. 
 
1.2 It was noted that the Chair, Dee Doocey AM, had received a peerage in the Honours List and 

as such had been appointed to the House of Lords. The statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard 
Barnes AM, had been the recipient of an honorary doctorate from the University of East 
London. 

 
 

2.   Declarations of Interests (Item 2) 

 
2.1 Resolved: 
 

(a)  That the relevant Assembly Members’ membership of Functional Bodies and 
London Borough Councils, as set out in Item 2 on the agenda, be noted and 
recorded as personal interests;  

 
(b)  That the Chair’s declaration of a personal interest arising from her position as 

a member of the London Youth Games Board be additionally noted, insofar as 
it related to Item 4 (Question and Answer Session with the Olympic Delivery 
Authority and London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games and 
Paralympic Games);  

 
(c)  That Andrew Boff AM’s declaration of a personal interest arising from the 

fact that his partner worked  at an Olympic training venue, be additionally 
noted insofar as it related to Item 4 (Question and Answer Session with the 
Olympic Delivery Authority and London Organising Committee of the Olympic 
Games and Paralympic Games); and 

 
(d) That gifts and hospitality received by Members, as set out on the Authority’s 

gifts and hospitality register, be noted.  
 
 

3.   Minutes (Item 3) 

 
3.1 Resolved: 

 
That the minutes of the Assembly Plenary meeting held on 10 November 2010 and 
the Mayor’s Question Time meeting held on 17 November 2010 be agreed as correct 
records of those meetings, to be signed by the Chair. 
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4.   Question and Answer Session: Olympic Delivery Authority and London 
Organising Committee of the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games 

(Item 4) 

 

4.1 The Assembly put questions to Lord Coe (Chair, London Organising Committee of the Olympic 

Games and Paralympic Games), Paul Deighton (Chief Executive of London Organising 

Committee of the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games), John Armitt (Chairman, Olympic 

Delivery Authority) and David Higgins (Chief Executive, Olympic Delivery Authority) on the 

preparations for the 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games.  

 

4.2 The record of the questions put by Members and the answers given is attached as Appendix 

1.  

 

4.3 Images of the construction works in relation to the Olympic Village and Olympic venues 

provided by the Olympic Delivery Authority and referred to during the discussion are attached 

at Appendix 2. 

 

4.4 During the course of the discussion, the Chair and Chief Executive of LOCOG agreed to: 

 

 Provide further information regarding whether  it would possible for the AdiZone outdoor 
gyms, which were currently in operation in the five host boroughs, to be extended to other 
London boroughs; and 

 

 Ensure that LOCOG representatives would meet with the RSPCA representatives to discuss 
whether it would be possible to  implement the RSPCA’s Freedom Food standard n relation 
to the catering for the Olympic Games, rather than the Red Tractor farm assurance 
standard.  

 
4.5 During the course of the discussion the ODA agreed to provide further information regarding 

whether any of the permissions for the procedures which were undertaken in relation to 
contaminated land were granted retrospectively. 

 
4.6 At the end of the question and answer session, the Chair formally moved the motion set out 

on the agenda, namely:  

 

“That the Assembly notes the answers to the questions asked.” 

 

4.7 This was agreed by the general consensus of the Assembly. 
 
 

5.   Petitions (Item 5) 

 

5.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  
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5.2 Valerie Shawcross AM presented a petition with the following prayer:  
 

‚We the undersigned call on the Mayor of London to extend the Barclays’ 
 Cycle Hire Scheme to Stockwell at the earliest possible opportunity.‛ 

 

5.3 Resolved:  

 
That the petition be referred to the Mayor, in his capacity as Chair of Transport for 
London, for response.  

 
5.4 Jenny Jones AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 
 

‚We, the undersigned, demand that the Mayor and Transport for London rescind the cuts to 
staffing levels on the London Underground. 
 
Every day, London Underground staff help passengers by offering advice on accessible and 
step free routes; by helping passengers board trains or disembark safely and by lending a hand 
on stairs and escalators. 
 
Visible and present station staff are also crucial in deterring and dealing with crime and 
antisocial behaviour.  
 
Disabled and Older Londoners rely on an adequately staffed tube system to travel safely to 
work, to enjoy the capital's culture, and to meet friends and family. Cutbacks to staffed 
stations will condemn more people to becoming housebound and isolated. 
 
We urge the Mayor to commit to keeping stations fully staffed, and to ensure that disabled 
people have the choice to travel safely and accessibly at all times of day.‛ 

 

5.5 Resolved:  

 
That the petition be referred to the Mayor, in his capacity as Chair of Transport for 
London, for response.  

 
5.6 Caroline Pidgeon AM explained that she was, in effect, presenting two petitions, both in 

relation to the same issue, with the following prayers: 
 

‚We the undersigned support the campaign to protect the opening hours of Arnos Grove 
Southgate Oakwood and Cockfosters ticket office. We call on the Mayor to honour his promise 
to local people to protect ticket offices." 

 
and 

 
‚We the undersigned call on the Mayor to honour his 2008 manifesto commitment to 
safeguard London’s ticket offices. We believe that ticket offices play a vital role in offering 
assistance to those most vulnerable in society when they are using the Underground. We 
believe consultation on these proposals has been poor with many Londoners unaware of the 
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proposals. We call on the Mayor to keep London’s ticket offices open and not reduce their 
ability to assist passengers.‛  

 

5.7 Resolved:  

 
That the petitions be referred to the Mayor, in his capacity as Chair of Transport for 
London, for response. 

 
 

6.   Petitions Update (Item 6) 

 

6.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  
 
6.2 Resolved: 
 

That the response received to a petition presented at a recent Assembly meeting be 
noted. 

 
 

7.   Request for use of Section 60 (1) Powers - Budget and Performance 
Committee (Item 7) 

 

7.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  
 
7.2 Resolved: 
 

That the request of the Budget and Performance Committee that the Assembly use 
its powers under Section 60 (1) of the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (as 
amended) to request that the Mayor responds to the recommendations in the 
Committee’s report, The Finances of the Olympic Legacy Part 1, be agreed. 

 
 

8.   Request for use of Section 60 (1) Powers - Transport Committee (Item 
8) 

 

8.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  
 
8.2 Resolved: 
 

That the request of the Transport Committee that the Assembly use its powers 
under Section 60 (1) of the Greater London Authority Act to request that the Mayor 
responds to the recommendations in the Committee’s report, Walk this Way: Making 
Walking Easier and Safer in London, be agreed. 
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9.   Motions (Item 9) 

 

9.1 Darren Johnson AM proposed and Mike Tuffrey AM seconded the following motion: 
 

‚This Assembly notes the GLA group’s considerable leadership and progress in mitigating and 
adapting to the effects of climate change, both in terms of setting strategic aspirations and 
pushing forward successful projects that will help deliver them for our homes, businesses and 
local communities, and our energy and transport networks. It also notes the serious 
implications of the loss of funding for the London Development Agency’s projects and staff, 
which could detrimentally affect the Mayor’s ability to deliver on his targets and those of the 
Government. 

 
This Assembly calls on the Mayor to make clear in his budget that his stated commitment to 
tackling climate change remains one of his top priorities, and to set out his revised approach 
to meeting his challenging targets when negotiations with Government are finalised.  

 
The Assembly also calls on the Government to provide the Mayor with all transitional funding 
associated with the abolition of the LDA so that capacity for existing initiatives are preserved, 
and projects transferred to the GLA to meet the Mayor’s targets.‛ 

 

9.2 In accordance with Standing Order 3.6, the motion as proposed incorporated the following 

alterations to the version of the motion that had been published with the agenda for the 

meeting: the words ‘would compromise’ in the first paragraph had been replaced with ‘could 

detrimentally affect’; and the word ‘is’ in the second paragraph was replaced with the word 

‘remains’. 
 
9.3 Upon being put to the vote, the motion, namely: 

 
“This Assembly notes the GLA group’s considerable leadership and progress in 
mitigating and adapting to the effects of climate change, both in terms of setting 
strategic aspirations and pushing forward successful projects that will help deliver 
them for our homes, businesses and local communities, and our energy and transport 
networks. It also notes the serious implications of the loss of funding for the 
London Development Agency’s projects and staff, which could detrimentally affect 
the Mayor’s ability to deliver on his targets and those of the Government. 

 
This Assembly calls on the Mayor to make clear in his budget that his stated 
commitment to tackling climate change remains one of his top priorities, and to set 
out his revised approach to meeting his challenging targets when negotiations with 
Government are finalised.  

 
The Assembly also calls on the Government to provide the Mayor with all 
transitional funding associated with the abolition of the LDA so that capacity for 
existing initiatives are preserved, and projects transferred to the GLA to meet the 
Mayor’s targets.” 

  
was agreed (23 votes in favour, 1 vote against). 
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9.4 Richard Tracey AM proposed and Roger Evans AM seconded the following motion: 
 

‚This Assembly urges the Government to introduce legislation requiring that for a strike ballot 
to be passed it must receive over 50% support from the total membership of a union, in order 
to stop a small minority from inflicting tube strikes on millions of Londoners.‛ 

 
9.5 In accordance with Standing Order 2.7, Richard Tracey AM requested that a recorded vote be 

taken on this motion. 
 
9.6 Upon being put to the vote, the votes in respect of the motion were cast as follows: 
 

For the motion: Tony Arbour AM, Gareth Bacon AM, Richard Barnbrook AM, Richard Barnes 
AM, Andrew Boff AM, Victoria Borwick AM, James Cleverly AM, Brian Coleman AM, Roger 
Evans AM, Steve O’Connell AM, and Richard Tracey AM;   
 
Against the motion: John Biggs AM, Len Duvall AM, Nicky Gavron AM, Jenny Jones AM, 
Darren Johnson AM, Joanne McCartney AM, Caroline Pidgeon AM, Murad Qureshi AM, Navin 
Shah AM, Valerie Shawcross AM, Mike Tuffrey AM, Jennette Arnold AM (Deputy Chair) and 
Dee Doocey AM (Chair). 

 
9.7 The motion was declared lost, there being 11 votes cast in favour and 13 votes cast against. 

9.8 Murad Qureshi AM proposed and Caroline Pidgeon AM seconded the following motion: 

‚In the lead up to the Olympics in London 2012 the Assembly calls upon the Mayor to make a 
strong case to Government for London sports funding to continue through our schools and 
local sports clubs and the Schools Sport Partnership.‛ 

9.9 In accordance with Standing Order 3.6, the motion as proposed incorporated the following 

alterations to the version of the motion that had been published with the agenda for the 

meeting: the words after ‚In the lead up to the Olympics in London 2012‛ had been deleted 

and replaced with "the Assembly calls upon the Mayor to make a strong case to Government 

for London sports funding to continue through our schools and local sports clubs. 

 

9.10 At 12.30pm, the Chair proposed, and it was agreed, that, in accordance with Standing Order 

2.9B, the meeting be extended in order to consider the remaining business on the agenda. 

 
9.11 During the course of the discussion on this motion, Richard Barnes AM moved, in accordance 

with Standing Order 4.5, ‚That the question now be put to a vote‛. The Chair considered that 
there had been sufficient debate and, upon being put to the vote, the motion as altered, 
namely: 

“In the lead up to the Olympics in London 2012 the Assembly calls upon the Mayor 
to make a strong case to Government for London sports funding to continue 
through our schools and local sports clubs and the Schools Sport Partnership.” 

was agreed unanimously. 
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10.   Date of Next Meeting (Item 10) 

 
10.1 It was noted that the Assembly’s next meeting would be the Mayor’s Question Time meeting 

which would take place at 10.00 am on Wednesday 15 December 2010. 
 
 

11.   Any Other Business the Chair Considers Urgent (Item 11) 

 
11.1 There was no urgent business requiring consideration. 
 
 

12.   Close of Meeting  

 
12.1 The meeting closed at 12.42pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Chair  Date 
 
Contact Officer: Rebecca Arnold 

Committee Services Manager 
GLA Secretariat, City Hall 
The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA 
 

Telephone: 020 7983 4421 
Email: rebecca.arnold@london.gov.uk 
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